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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Community Land Scotland 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Community Land Scotland is the membership organisation for Scotland’s community 
landowning development trusts.  We consider land reform, defined in 2014 by the Scottish 
Government-appointed Land Reform Review Group (LRRG) as “measures that modify or 
change the arrangements governing the possession and use of land in Scotland in the public 
interest”, to be a vital component of a green economic recovery in the short, medium and 
long term.  That is because how Scotland’s land is owned and used is central to achieving 
the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals which underpin Scotland’s National Performance 
Framework.  We therefore consider that the principles of sustainable development and those 
proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change provide a broadly comprehensive 
framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland.       

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

In our submissions to both the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery and the Just Transition 
Commission’s evidence-gathering for advice to Scottish Ministers on a green recovery, 
Community Land Scotland asserted that the twin issues of how land is owned and used in 
Scotland constitute key interlinked barriers to a green and just economic recovery.  Research 
undertaken by the Scottish Land Commission in 2019 shows that the monopolistic effects of 
large-scale and concentrated rural landownership significantly erodes the economic and 
social fabric of communities living under such conditions; undermining their access to secure 
employment, affordable housing and services provision to enhance the sustainability of their 
places and their sense of wellbeing.  Moreover, the Just Transition Commission’s recently 
published advice to Scottish Ministers on a green recovery highlights the challenges of rural 
depopulation and concentrated land ownership, together with the importance of community 
involvement and land tenure in helping to deliver a green recovery. We outline policy actions 
through which the structural barriers of concentrated land ownership and unsustainable land 
use can be addressed in support of that strategic objective below.   

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

In our submission to the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery, Community Land Scotland 
called for the development of a post-pandemic ‘Rural New Deal’ that tackles the economically 
and socially damaging structural issues of concentrated land ownership and unsustainable 
rural demographic change and depopulation in a cross-cutting way.  Our proposals in that 
regard include:   

• Applying a public interest test as regards the suitability of prospective private 
purchasers of rural land over a certain scale.  As the Committee will be aware, that is 
a recommendation made by the Scottish Land Commission following its review of 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/


ECCLR/GR/104 
 

2 

scale and concentration of land ownership in March 2019 which the Scottish 
Government has accepted in principle.  We propose that assessing the impacts of 
such purchases in relation to a just transition to net zero emissions should form part 
of that public interest test. 
 

• Retaining the existing Scottish Land Fund with an increased budget of £20 million 
annually to support community buyouts of land and other assets with a more explicit 
focus on climate action as part of the Fund’s strategic assessment criteria.  
 

• Introducing a supplementary charge to the Land and Buildings Transactions Tax for 
private sales of rural estates over specific sizes, with the generated revenue being 
used in addition to support from the Scottish Land Fund to help finance community 
buyouts and provide ongoing development support to community landowners to 
undertake net-zero initiatives.  

Alongside the above measures, Scotland’s land reform process has a vital role to play in a 
just transition to net zero emissions by diversifying how land and other natural assets such 
as forests and marine resources are owned and used.  Enabling that to happen necessitates 
providing the fiscal, legislative and wider support mechanisms for communities to deliver 
public and community climate benefits through land ownership (for example via peatlands 
restoration and management and woodlands creation and management).    Similarly, the 
introduction of a specific Feed-In Tariff Scheme for renewable energy production specifically 
for community-generated renewables (and ensuring provision of interconnector infrastructure 
throughout Scotland to enable export of surplus energy to the National Grid) would ensure 
that such investment remains in Scotland, enable the further development of Local Energy 
Systems, provide for community reinvestment of revenues and contribute to Scotland’s net 
zero emissions target.   

All of these measures would contribute to retaining the economic and wider social value of 
natural capital within communities for their wellbeing whilst simultaneously delivering wider 
public benefits.  Such an approach is in sharp contrast to the current situation whereby the 
economic value of natural capital is all too often extracted from rural communities as a 
consequence of subsidies and other payments being channelled to monopoly private 
landowners for delivery of public goods without concomitant local investment.  

A further area to which we would like to draw the Committee’s attention relates to the 
important ‘anchor’ role that landowning Community Trusts perform within their communities.  
‘Built-In Resilience: Community Landowners’ Response to the Covid-19 Crisis’, a recent joint 
report by Community Land Scotland and the Scottish Woodlands Association shows that 
‘anchor’ Community Trusts were able to respond with flexibility and agility to the crisis 
because of their organisational infrastructure and capacity and by virtue of being embedded 
within their local communities.   That ‘anchor’ function offers considerable scope for 
Community Landowning Trusts to help shape a green economic recovery at the local level 
by working with partners to deliver community-led net zero solutions.  For example, in relation 
to provision of local transport services and infrastructure (electric, hybrid); fuel poverty 
reduction; and affordable, energy-efficient housing.   Landowning Community Trusts’ ‘anchor’ 
role leaves them well placed to undertake tailored local engagement through which to 
articulate and amplify their communities’ aspirations and needs regarding a green recovery 
and to contribute towards their practical implementation as described in the preceding.  It is 
therefore vital that Trusts are appropriately resourced to enable them to undertake that 
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‘anchor’ function in support of a green recovery and that their voices are represented and 
heard within governance structures at local and regional levels.  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

We are broadly in agreement with the Just Transition Commission’s recommendation in its 
advice to Ministers on a green recovery that where public funds are used in support of the 
recovery, the Scottish Government should ensure that the action will align with a transition to 
net-zero. We are also of the view that an element of conditionality should be built into public 
funding that encourages supported activities to align with the transition to net-zero as 
appropriate.  Finally, we reiterate our call for an expanded Scottish Land Fund to be 
established during the next Parliament in support of diversifying land ownership as a means 
of contributing to a green recovery and Scotland’s wider sustainable development goals.      

 

  


